Land Heritage Coalition of Glastonbury, Inc.
Hike Plan/Press Release Information
Winter Hike at Blackledge Falls and Dam
Hike Date: Sunday, March 25, 2018 April 22, 2018
Time: 1:00 p.m.
Coordinator: Charley Smith - contact cell (860) 508-1844
Docent/Leader: Jim Cole
Meet: Parking lot on the east side of Hebron Avenue near the Glastonbury/Hebron town line, using the main
entrance. Parking for 20 cars with overflow on Foote Lane
Difficulty: Moderate to challenging, very hilly; part 1 is the main loop hike, a 1 mile round trip to the falls. Falls
volume will vary depending on time of year and rainfall. or those wishing to continue on, Part 2 is a ~3 mile round
trip along the Blackledge River, including the Blackledge Dam. Total parts 1 and 2 approx. 4 miles.
Directions from Glastonbury Center: Take Hebron Ave. (Rt 94) 6.7 miles east from Glastonbury Center to the trail entrance
labeled on Google Maps as “3615-3817 Connecticut 94”. Turn left at the entrance marked “Blackledge Falls” and the parking
lot is just inside the park on the left.
Description: “Dedicated in 1991, Blackledge Falls encompasses 80 acres. The old mill-dam here was formerly the site of an
th
up-down sawmill which was moved to Old Sturbridge Village. Early in the 20 century, the property was used by the Cheney
family of Manchester, and later by the Danskin family of Glastonbury, as a summer retreat. Two log cabins used to grace the
site near the pond. The blue-and-white blazed trail leads across three footbridges past a knoll overlooking the mill pond, then
bends left to lead up the hill to a lovely cascade and 30-foot waterfall (conditions vary). Pause here a few minutes to observe
and contemplate how many centuries it will take for the water to erode the ledge out of the park into the neighbor’s property.

Recent news of particular interest: According to a recent article (February 3, 2016 www.courant.com ) by Peter
Marteka, one of the dams to the east of the town’s Blackledge Falls Park is to be demolished. This work is being
done as “compensation” for installing 10,000 tons of rip rap (stone boulders) along the Connecticut River bank in
front of the Boathouse – to keep the bank and some of the masonry from settling. The dam work will allow fish
to migrate further. The Town has until 6/30/18 to remove the dam, so this may be the last opportunity for most
people to see the dam before it is removed.
Of further note, according to another article (October 3, 2017 www.courant.com ) by Peter Marteka is that the
Town is allowing the state Department of Energy and Environmental Protection to trap and put collars on
bobcats to determine the population, range and home bases of the animals. This program has been occurring
throughout the state. The bobcat population has been growing recently. We may happen onto one of the
trapping cages during our hike.
Sponsor: Land Heritage Coalition (LHC) of Glastonbury, Inc. focuses on local land use issues, seeking ways to foster
support of farming, to acquire open space, and to protect wetlands, flood plains, surface and ground water
sources. For more information on LHC please call (860) 652-8995.
Hike Contact: Charley Smith for hike information, or in case of inclement weather (860) 508-1844.
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Images of the falls – it is quite possible the falls will look quite different from these images because of
recent dry weather conditions.
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Source: Google Maps…round trip to large pond in the middle of Gay City State park approximately 4
miles

7

Study of Up-Down Sawmills

Sawmills were the most common kind of mills found in most 19th-century New England towns. America
boasted over 31,000 sawmills by 1840. Most were owned and operated by farmers of above-average
means, who often ran them seasonally, as water levels and the demands of their farm work permitted.
Some cut lumber for sale, and those near cheap water transportation could ship their products to distant
markets. Most sawmills, however, served neighborhoods due to the expense of transporting high-weight
but low-value lumber any great distance over land. They charged local farmers by the board foot (a
volumetric measurement one foot by one foot by one inch) to saw logs brought to the mill into boards,
planks, and timbers. In a day one man with a sawmill could cut as much lumber as two men working by
hand could do in a week.
From the 13th century until about the middle of the 19th, most sawmills consisted of a straight saw blade
strung tight in a rectangular wooden frame, called a sash or gate. The saw sash is connected to a water
wheel below it through a crank and by a wooden sweep or pitman arm (the latter taking its name from the
man who, before sawmills made him obsolete, stood in a pit below a log and pulled a saw through the
wood by hand to make boards). The turning motion of the water wheel is converted to the up and down
motion of the saw by the eccentric crank. Some power from the saw sash is used to turn a large gear,
called a rag wheel. This in turn moves the carriage which the log rests on, pulling the log through the saw.
The saw cuts into the log on its down stroke, and the log moves forward again on the up stroke. After one
board is sawed, the log carriage is run back to the other end of the mill, the log moved over, and another
board cut. This process is repeated until the whole log has been sawed into lumber. Often a sawyer will
square up two sides of a log first, then turn the log 90 degrees so that the flat sides are on the top and
bottom. Then when he saws the log into boards they will all have straight edges.

Source: www.osv.org/sawmill
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Sawmill at Sturbridge Village (known to have been relocated from its
original site on Blackledge River)
The Village's sawmill has been erected on the millpond site that David Wight (17611813) of Sturbridge prepared in the 1790s. His first mill burned in 1802 and was
replaced with another; but, with the exception of the pond itself, all above-ground
evidence of his operation had disappeared by the time the Village was being
developed. The history of the site was documented in 1983 by museum
archaeologists who thoroughly explored the temporarily drained millpond and its
adjacent millyard, learning about its evolution and unearthing artifacts relating to
its use.
The Village’s search for an early sawmill in working order was made difficult by the
fact that the up-and-down saws commonly in use before 1840 had virtually all been
replaced in the next decades by new, more efficient, circular saws. One of the
longest surviving mills with an up-and-down saw mechanism was the Nichols-Colby
Sawmill of Bow, New Hampshire. Still standing in 1937, it was recorded by the
Historic American Building Survey just a year before it was destroyed in the 1938
hurricane. Based on this thorough documentation and the staff’s extensive research
into mill technology, the Village built a reconstructed working mill that produces
sawn boards for use in the museum.
When the mill is operating, the gate valve in the dam is opened and water rushes
through the wooded flume to power the turbine water wheels that drive the main
sawframe, the carriage-return, and the wood-working machinery in the ell. Each
time the sawframe is raised in its stroke, the log moves slightly forward with the
carriage. The saw cuts only on the downstroke, assisted by gravity as the heavy
frame drops. Its loud, thumping cadence can be heard all through the
neighborhood.
Although the museum demonstrates sawmilling throughout the year, rural mills
usually operated during late winter and early spring, when waterpower was most
abundant and the demands of farming were less pressing. Sawmill account books
suggest that, since transportation of logs and lumber was so difficult and costly,
mills like this one concentrated almost entirely on custom production for local
customers
Excerpted from Old Sturbridge Village Visitor's Guide
© 1993-2004, Old Sturbridge Inc.
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Images of Old Sturbridge Village Up-Down Sawmill
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