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Land Heritage Coalition of Glastonbury, Inc. 

Hike Plan 

Cotton Hollow South Trail 

 

    
Hike Date:  Sunday November 26, 2017  - bad weather cancels 
Time:  1:00 p.m.  
Coordinator and hike contact:  Charley Smith - contact cell (860) 508-1844 
Docent/Leader:  Brian Chiffer, DDS.  Dr. Chiffer has been a member of the Historical Society of Glastonbury since 
2002 and is currently its President.  Shortly after joining the society, Dr. Chiffer undertook a 2-year study of the 
businesses and industries that existed along Roaring Brook.  He has since written and lectured extensively on this 
subject and others as well.  He is now involved in the historic preservation project at the former Hopewell Mill site 
on Matson Hill Road.  Dr. Chiffer is a local dentist, maintaining a private practice in the village of South 
Glastonbury.  He is a long time Glastonbury resident and currently lives in town with his wife of 42 years, Dale.  
They have two grown daughters, Kelly and Rebecca. 
Meet:  South Glastonbury trailhead at Cotton Hollow Road behind the new Fig’s restaurant, just south of the 
Roaring Brook Bridge on Main Street. 
Difficulty: 1 mile hike round trip, rated mostly level and easy walking  

 
Directions from Glastonbury Center:  Navigate Main Street South to Route 17 South – about 5 miles.  
Meet at trail head to the left of the new Fig’s restaurant. 
  
Description:  Cotton Hollow, encompassing 83 acres, is a rare example of a once heavily developed industrial area 
that has reverted to a natural state.  It is a testament to nature’s healing power.  The only signs remaining of the 
many mills which once operated there along Roaring Brook are a few tumbled down stone dams and foundations.  
The western end of the preserve includes the remains of a 60-foot-high dam and the ruin of one of the mills, 
Hartford Manufacturing Co.'s granite and fieldstone cotton mill built in 1814.  At one time it employed 350 people. 
The area was also home to several grist mills, iron mills, saw mills and a foundry.  (Source:  glastct.org)  
 
One of the best-known mills in town was Pratt's Forge, which once existed within the present-day preserve. Also 
known as South Glastonbury Iron Works, the company forged 3,900-pound anchors for oceangoing vessels out of 
New York City and for shipyards in Portland and Essex. In 1960, one of Pratt's descendants, Amy Pratt, would be 
the first to donate land for the preserve. (Source:  articles.courant.com) 

 
Sponsor:  Land Heritage Coalition (LHC) of Glastonbury, Inc. focuses on local land use issues, seeking ways to foster support of farming, to 
acquire open space, and to protect wetlands, flood plains, surface and ground water sources.  For more information on LHC, please visit our 
website at www.lhcglastonbury.org or call (860) 652-8995. 
 

http://www.lhcglastonbury.org/
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Source:  glasct.org  
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