Land Heritage Coalition of Glastonbury, Inc.
Hollister Preserve – Whitehouse Tract
Hike Date: Sunday November 28, 2021 (no rain date planned).
Time: 1:00 p.m.
Coordinator and hike contact: Charley Smith - contact cell (860) 508-1844.
Docents/Leaders: Frank Kaputa is a technology consultant. His volunteer activities include Chair, Conservation
Commission and Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Agency, Town of Glastonbury. He is President, Kongscut Land
Trust Inc., which manages 12 nature preserves totaling over 400 acres Including the open space we are hiking in
today). He is also Co-Chair, Notable Trees Committee, which is affiliated with the Connecticut Botanical Society.

Difficulty: Medium.
Beverage/cups/LHC Booklets: Dave Ahlgren.
After-Publicity Photos to send/post to above publications: Charley Smith/Jackie Parente

Directions from Glastonbury Center: “Drive east on New London Turnpike. Turn right (westward) at the
intersection of New London Turnpike and Tall Timbers Road. The walk will start at the preserve
entrance on the south side of Tall Timbers Road, about 200 yards from New London Turnpike. “Navigate
to 585 Tall Timbers Road.
Description: One of our more popular hikes, “the preserves offer vistas from which hikers can view the
Connecticut River Valley, the City of Hartford” and Glastonbury. “The Hollister Preserve honors Carl
Hollister and the Waring family, who were long-standing advocates for open space preservation in
Glastonbury. The Whitehouse Family Nature Preserve was given to the Town of Glastonbury and is
overseen by the Kongscut Land Trust.
Sponsor: Land Heritage Coalition (LHC) of Glastonbury, Inc. focuses on local land use issues, seeking
ways to foster support of farming, to acquire open space, and to protect wetlands, flood plains, surface
and ground water sources. For more information on LHC, please call (860) 652-8995.
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From http://www.glastonbury-ct.gov/Home/Components/FacilityDirectory/FacilityDirectory/84/180

The 24-acre Hollister Preserve and 39-acre Whitehouse Family Nature Preserve combine with 11 acres
of Town owned open space to create a 74 acre stretch of open space along Smith Brook that is
surrounded by human habitation.
The Hollister Preserve, which is dedicated to Carl Hollister, includes a vista, affectionately known as
Dorothy's Vista to honor Dorothy Waring, a lifelong preservationist and open space advocate, which
provides beautiful views of the Hartford skyline across the valley. A second vista, known as the
Whitehouse Vista, provides similarly spectacular views. The Whitehouse Family, working with the
Kongscut Land Trust, is responsible for the preservation of this portion of the open space for the
perpetual benefit of the community.
Access to the property is provided via a marked trail system at several points: one off of Tall Timbers
Road; another at the end of Tall Timbers Drive; a third at the end of Sherwood Drive; and a fourth off Tall
Timbers Road. For a trail map and tri-fold brochure, CLICK HERE
Special thanks to Dorothy and Donna Waring, the Hollister Family, and the Kongscut Land Trust for their
efforts to preserve this beautiful open space for generations to come.
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Sources: Internet, Google Maps, Press release for 11272016 walks,
http://www.glastonbury-ct.gov/home/showdocument?id=5022

4

From internet:

Hollister Preserve/Whitehouse Family Nature
Preserve/Bogdan Parcel
Parent Preserve

29

70 acres

New London Turnpike
Glastonbury, CT
This is comprised of:







Bogdan Parcel
Lot S-45B New London Turnpike
Whitehouse Family Nature Preserve
Hollister Preserve 1
Hollister Preserve 2
Hollister Right-of-Way

Description: Although these are technically separate preserves, they adjoin one
another and are administered as one. Also adjoining are two areas of town open space
creating an island of protected open space totaling about 80 acres. They are located in
Glastonbury CT in the midst of a densely developed part of town lying between New
London Tpk., Tall Timbers Rd., and Sherwood Dr. There is another large
undeveloped parcel to the south, owned by Merritt Baldwin.
The property is entirely wooded (oak hickory, red maple in the wet area), but there
was a clear- cut of the steep slope rising from the Smith Brook valley about 1990,
while the Whitehouse family was still the owner. This created a wide- open view of
the Connecticut valley from Dorothy’s vista. KLT intends to maintain this vista by
cutting brush as it grows up into the view.
Smith Brook, a small perennial Stream, flows through the lower section, and the land
rises steeply to the south, gaining about 200' in elevation in a distance of about 800'.
There is a popular white blazed loop trail, maintained by KLT, which follows the
brook, climbs to the ridge, passes Dorothy's vista and returns back down the Smith
Brook.
There are three access trails blazed blue and white;
1) From; Tall Timbers Rd. (this access goes through town owned property and crosses
a bridge on town land);
2) From Tall Timbers Drive, (This access passes through the Gallagher's lot, is little
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used and difficult to maintain)
3) From the end of Sherwood Drive (This access is by permission of Merritt Baldwin
and is the most popular access because it leads directly to Dorothy's vista).
Notable Features:
1) Dorothy's vista of Harford and the Connecticut Valley. On a clear day you can see
Springfield and the Holyoke Range 45 miles away.
2) Eastern Border fault follows Smith Brook through the preserves. This is the
geological division between the Hartford basin, a rift valley, and the eastern
highlands.
3) Two 30" diameter red oaks stand on the ridge.
4) Remnants of a former feldspar quarry in the SE corner.
Conservation Purpose: Wildlife habitat and passive recreation contemplation and
nature study.
Deed Restrictions: Hollister -extensive and detailed restrictions, no disturbance,
motor vehicles, cutting of trees etc.-see deed for details. Whitehouse-no deed
restrictions. Bogdan-detailed conservation and public access easement by reason of
DEP grant.
Preserve Management: Standard policy applies. Maintain trails for foot traffic only.
Manage tree growth at Dorothy's vista to keep view open.
Acquisition Date:
Acquisition History: The Hollister preserve was a gift in Dec. 1994 from Richard
Michael, Peter and Dee Dee Waring in honor of their parents Dana and Dorothy
Waring. Dana the founder of the Kongscut Land Trust, died July 1993. He, and his
wife Dorothy, had long dreamed of creating a nature preserve on this beautiful piece
of land. It is named, at Dana and Dorothy's request, in honor of the Hollister Family
who were original Glastonbury Settlers and owned the property for many generations.
The Hollister property originally extended three miles easterly from the Conn. River
where the Meadow Hill condos now stand.
The Whitehouse family Nature Preserve was given to KLT also in 1994 by Richard
and Lorraine Whitehouse of Glastonbury.
The Bogdan parcel was purchased in 2010 from the estate of Marion P. Bogdan for
$20,000. KLT subsequently received an Open Space Acquisition Grant in the amount
of $10,000 from the DEP. The appraised value is $30,000, based on the appraisal by
Theodore Rummel, Certified Appraiser.
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